
Figure S1. (A) Short-term treatment with butein does not affect the viability of MPM

cells. Cells treated with butein (10 µM, 8 h) were assessed for viability at the

indicated times after drug withdrawal by using a flow cytometry-based Sytox blue

staining. (B) Levels of miR-186-5p reached after miR-186-5p mimic transfection at

the indicated doses. Histograms reporting the relative miR-186-5p levels detected by

QRT-PCR in HEK 293T, NCI-H2373, MSTO-211H, and HP1 cells transfected with



increasing amounts of miR-186-5p mimics. Relative levels of miR-186-5p- vs.

ctrl-mimic transfected cells are reported. The average of three independent

experiments is shown.

Figure S2. (A) Cisplatin treatment affected spheroid forming efficiency (SFE) of

mesothelioma cells. Briefly, NCI-H2373, MSTO-211H, and HP1 cells were



quasi-clonally seeded in anchorage-independent conditions, and after 48 h, the formed

spheroids were mechanically disaggregated and treated 24 h later with ctrl (saline) or

cisplatin at the indicated concentration. The number of formed spheres from 4–6

independent wells is reported. Graphs show quantitation of the SFE from the treated

MPM cells. Results are shown as the mean ± SEM of two independent experiments.

The IC25//IC50 for cisplatin was calculated for all three MPM cell lines and the results

were 2.5/4.8 µM for MSTO-211H, 5/9.4 µM for HP1, and 25/53 µM for NCI-H2373,

respectively. (B) Butein treatment affected SFE of mesothelioma cells. Briefly,

NCI-H2373, MSTO-211H, and HP1 cells were grown as indicated in (A) and treated

24 h later with DMSO (0.05%) or butein at the indicated concentration. The number

of formed spheres from 4–6 independent wells is reported. Graphs show quantitation

of the SFE from the treated MPM cells. Results are shown as the mean ± SEM of

three independent experiments.



Figure S3. Butein-instigated increase of miR-186-5p affected the SFE and the

cisplatin sensitivity of 3D-grown MPM cells. Histograms show quantitation of the

SFE from HP1 (A) and MSTO-211H (B) cells treated as in Figure 3B and counted on



Day 7 after treatment started. * p < 0.05; ** p < 0.01; ns, not significant (p > 0.05).

The average of three experiments is shown.

Figure S4. Butein-instigated miR-186-5p-mediated inhibition of TWIST1 attenuated

invasion of MSTO-211H cells. Histograms show quantitation of the migrated

MSTO-211H cells treated as in Figure 4B and counted at 24, 48, and 72 h after

treatment started. The bound crystal violet was eluted and the absorbance at 590 nm

was measured using a plate reader. * p < 0.05; ** p < 0.01; ns, not significant (p >

0.05). The average of three experiments is shown.



Figure S5. Butein-induced miR-186-5p-mediated TWIST1 modulation affected some

metabolic features of MPM cells. (A) ECAR measured over time in the three MPM

cell lines. Dotted lines indicate the addition of: glucose (10 mM) (a); oligomycin A (2

μM) (b); and 2-deoxyglucose (100 mM) (c) B. Oxygen consumption rate (OCR)



measured over time in the same MPM cell lines. Dotted lines indicate the addition of:

oligomycin A (1 μM) (c); FCCP (0.25 μM) (d); and rotenone (1 μM) (e). Multiple

measurements were obtained at baseline, and values reported as mpH/min for ECAR

and pmoles/min for OCR. (C,D) ECAR and OCR measured in the three MPM cell

lines treated or transfected as indicated. Values reported as mpH/min for ECAR and

pmoles/min for OCR. Results are shown as the mean ± SEM of three independent

experiments (* p < 0.05, ** p < 0.01). (C) OCR to ECAR ratio assessed for all three

MPM cell lines of this study.

Table S1. Listo of normalized levels of the commonly modulated microRNAs in the indicated

MPM cell lines


